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limitation of productivity above referred to may be said to
have had significance. Such articles are considered produc-
tive only in so far as they answer the technical description
of articles of trade, that is, only in so far as they are ac-
quired in the process of trade with the express or implied
intention of trade. When due account of all theoretical
limitations is taken, the three kinds of zakat mentioned vir-
tually reduce themselves to zakat of flocks and herds, zakat
of commercial capital, and zakat of agricultural produce or
tithe, respectively. When it is further considered that
flocks and herds and agricultural produce, on the one hand,
and commercial capital, on the other, practically exhausted
all the kinds of property then existing, it becomes apparent
that zakat in its various forms virtually constituted a gen-
eral property tax. Allowance, of course, must be made for
the above-mentioned qualification of productivity which re-
sulted in the exemption of such potential trade articles as
were intended for consumption, or at least failed to be
articles of trade; as well as for the limitation of nisab which
caused the exemption of property falling short of the re-
quired minimum.

With respect to collection, the most important point to
emphasize is the distinction between  apparent  and non-
apparent property.    While the zakat of apparent property,
? namely, animals and agricultural produce, is collected and
I disbursed by the state, the zakat of non-apparent property,
\ namely, gold and silver and articles of trade, is disbursed
\ to the beneficiaries of zakat directly by the property owners
\themselves.     The  zak&t  of  non-apparent  property  came
tinder state control only in so far as the owners passed with
it   the   public   collectors   stationed   on   the   public   roads
Caskirs).   Without attempting to anticipate the discussion
cf the relation between theory and practice reserved for
Part IIL, let it be said here that this theoretical distinction